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ADDRESS OF L. A. BURLEIGH 
BEFORE ABNAKI CLUB
Review of Events Which Led to Erection of 
Masonic Temple, and Formation of Abnaki 
Club—Leading Features of the Club’s His­
tory—Its Standing and Influence in the 
Community
A t th e  request of sev era l m e m b e rs  
o f th e  M asonic F ra tern ity , w e  p u b lis h  
h e r e w ith  the complete te x t o f t h e  a d ­
d r e s s  delivered by Lew is A. B u rle ig h  
b e fo re  th e  Abnaki Club on W e d n e s ­
d a y  evening.
B r e th r e n  of the A bnaki C lub:
In  th e  y ear in which P r e s id e n tia l  
c a n d id a te  B ryan w as in d u lg in g  in  th e  
f re e  a n d  unlim ited coinage o f  s p e e c h ­
es a t  th e  ra tio  of 16 to  M c K in ley 's  1, 
th e  f irs t P resid en t of th is  c lu b  w en t 
o v e r  to  C ity H all one e v e n in g  to  d e ­
liv e r  a  political address. T h e  f irs t 
s p e a k e r  of the  evening w a s a  h a n d ­
so m e  a n d  gifted young la w y e r . T he  
se c o n d  w as Orville D. B a k e r . T he 
th ir d  w a s our club’s first P r e s id e n t— 
H e r b e r t  M. H eath . I w as p r e s e n t  on 
t h a t  occasion, and rem em b er t h a t  M r. 
H e a th  com m enced his re m a r k s  by 
s a y in g  th a t  he couldn’t  q u ite  d ecid e  
w h e th e r  his place on th e  p r o g r a m  w a s 
a s s ig n e d  on the theory th a t  t h e  la s t 
is th e  best, or th a t th e  f irs t  w a s  th e  
w o rs t.  I now see the  h u m o r o f th a t  
r e m a r k . I d idn’t then, fo r 1 w a s  th e  
h a n d s o m e  and gifted y o u n g  la w y e r 
w h o  led off in the speaking.
T h a t  w as the first big b o o s t  I got 
to w a rd  th e  second stage of t h a t  th re e -  
s to p  jo u rn e y  w herein a  m a n  w i th  m y 
l im ita t io n s  first classifies h im s e lf  a s  
a n  o ra to r , la te r as a  fool, a n d  la s tly  
a s  a n  h o n e st man. The p ro o f  o f  m y 
h o n e s ty  is in th is u n c a m o u fla g e d  
ty p e w r it te n  m anuscript, w h ic h  e lo ­
q u e n tly  testifies to the im m o rta l  
t r u t h  th a t  I am  no orator.
T h e r e  a re  some men like J o h n  N e l­
so n  a n d  N orm an B asse tt w h o se  m in d s 
a r e  in te lle c tu a l frying p an s, a lw a y s  
k e p t  a t  th e  rig h t te m p e ra tu r e  fo r 
c o o k in g . They stan d  b e h in d  th e  
q u ic k  lu n ch  counter, w ith  t h e i r  w h ite  
a p r o n s  on, alw ays a le rt a n d  r e a d y  fo r 
b u sin e ss . They will grab  a  m e n ta l  
eg g , ta k e  an  intellectual c u p  o f so u r 
m ilk , a  teaspoonful of m o ra l so d a , a  
l i t t le  psychological salt, a n d  som e 
m e ta p h y s ic a l  flour, mix th e m  in to  a  
p h ilo so p h ic a l batter, and cook, w h ile  
y o u  w a it, an oratorical g r id d le  cak e, 
t h a t  w ill m ake your m outh  w a te r .  It 
is tim e  t h a t  W ebster doesn’t  d e fin e  a n  
o r a to r  a s  an in tellectual f la p  ja c k  
a r t i s t ,  b u t  in th is  era of r e c o n s t r u c ­
tio n  th e r e  are  in terestin g  p o s s ib il it ie s  
in  th e  n ex t revised eo.uon.
N o w , w h a t is a  m an to  d o  w ho 
m a k e s  no pretensions to o r a to r y ?  
T h e r e ’s ju s t  one w ay to  g e t  b y , a n d  
t h a t  is to  m ake his a u d ie n c e  th e  
o r a to r s  — eloquent, b ut in a u d ib le . 
P r e s s  th e  b u tto n  of a se ries  o f e v e n ts  
in  w h ic h  th ey  personally p a r tic ip a te d , 
a n d  th e y  will m entally do t h e  re s t. 
A n d  t h a t  is why I am  g o in g  to  ask  
you  to  review  w ith me so m e o f  th e  
e v e n ts  t h a t  led to the fo rm a tio n  of 
th is  C lub, then to listen  to  a  l i t t le  of 
i ts  h is to ry , and finally to a  fe w  so u n d  
a n d  sa g e  rem ark s about c lu b  l ife  in 
g e n e r a l  an d  the relation of t h is  C lub  
to  th e  com m unity  of w h ich  i t  is  a  
p a r t .
T here are  f o u r  p o ss ib le  s ta rtin g  
points from  w h ic h  I m ig h t w ork down 
to the p resent tim e :
F irst, Adam  a n d  E v e , and  th e  G ar­
den of Eden.
Second, N oah a n d  th e  Ark.
Third, the  b u ild in g  of K ing Solo­
m on’s Tem ple.
F o urth , th e  f ir s t  M aso n ic  H all in 
A ugusta.
A t the risk  o f b e in g  accused of a 
lack of th o ro u g h n e s s , I am  going to 
comm ence w ith  th e  f ir s t  M asonic H all 
in A ugusta. I t  w a s  located  in the 
brick  ban k in g  h o u s e  of th e  K ennebec 
Bank, the  first b a n k in g  in stitu tio n  in 
A ugusta, w hich w a s  b u ilt  near w here 
the steps from  C o u r t  s tr e e t  ascend to 
the p resent C o u rt H o u se .
The next lo c a t io n  w as in the 
W ingate Block on  t h e  w est side of 
W ater street, se c o n d  b lo ck  north  from  
M arket Square.
From  th ere  th e  M a so n s moved into 
Ihe th ird  sto ry  o f  th e  H u n t Block, 
which now ta k e s  in  th e  D evine, Beane 
& Cross, a n d  N a th a n  Richm ond 
stores.
Then they w e re  d r iv e n  from  th eir 
com fortable q u a r te r s  by th e  g re at fire 
of S eptem ber 17, 1865, and  sought
tem p o rary  re fu g e  in  th e  a ttic  hall in 
D arby Block, W a t e r  s tre e t.
In 1866 a  lo c a tio n  w a s secured in 
the upper sto ry  of w h a t  w as th en  the 
F reem an ’s N a tio n a l  B a n k  and by 
subsequent e x p a n s io n  w e found o u r­
selves occupying th e  th ir d  floor of 
th ree  different b lo c k s . T he Lodge 
Room w as o v er w h a t  is now the 
north  p a rt of th e  B u ss e ll  & W eston 
Block, th e  A n te ro o m  a n d  P re la te ’s 
Room w ere n e x t n o r th  in  the W hite- 
house Block, a n d  th e  B a n q u et H all 
w as north  of t h a t ,  in  th e  Block now 
owned by th e  A u g u s ta  R eal E sta te  
A ssociation.
T hus m a tte rs  s to o d  on the crisp 
and spicy m o rn in g  of Ja n u a ry  1, 
1894, w hen th e  l i la c s  a n d  laburnum s, 
lit w ith the g lo ry  f ire s  of a  new year, 
hung b u rn in g  a n d  f lash in g  in the 
upper air; th e  la r c h  a n d  the pom e­
g ra n ate  flung t h e i r  p u rp le  and yellow’ 
flam es in b r i l l ia n t  b ro a d  splashes 
along the s la n tin g  s w e e p  of the wood­
land; th e  se n su o u s  f ra g ra n c e  of in ­
num erable d e c id u o u s  flow ers rose 
upon the sw o o n in g  a tm o sp h ere; and 
fa r in th e  e m p ty  sk y  a  so litary  
oesophagus s le p t u p o n  m otionless 
w’ing.
How does t h a t  s o u n d ?  I borrow ed 
th a t quo tatio n  f ro m  M a rk  T w ain’s 
Double B a rre lle d  D e tec tiv e  Story. 
T here isn’t a  w o rd  o f se n se  in it. but 
M ark sp ru n g  it o n  a n  unsuspecting  
public, and I h a v e  s p r u n g  it  on you as 
a slick and  sm o o th  so u n d in g  in tro d u c­
tion to th a t  w o n d e rfu l  y e a r  of 1894.
It w as some y e a r , b eliev e  me. The 
handsom e and  g if te d  y o u n g  a tto rn ey  
to whom I h av e  p re v io u s ly  alluded 
w as elected City’ C le rk  in M arch of 
th a t  year, r e tu r n in g  im m ediately  to 
C am bridge to c o m p le te  h is course a t 
the H arv ard  L a w  S ch o o l, from  which
he w a s  g ra d u a te d  in Ju n e, F r a n k  E. 
S o u th a r d  se rv in g  as D eputy’ C ity’ 
d u r in g  h is  absence. In  O c to b e r  th e  
y o u n g  a tto r n e y  w as a d m itte d  to  th e  
b ar, w a s  m arried  im m ediately  a f t e r ­
w a rd s , a n d  a  little  la te r  w a s  c a u g h t  
in t h e  joy'ful sw irl of th e  r e m a r k a b le  
M a so n ic  a c itiv ity  of th a t  m e m o ra b le  
y ear.
O n o n e  occasion he found h im s e lf  
in th e  c o m p a n y  of two of his b r e th r e n  
of A u g u s ta  Lodge, and  b e in g  s o m e ­
w h a t  w e a ry , s a t  down to re s t  a n d  r e ­
fre s h  h im s e lf . On risin g  he a c c id e n t ­
ly to o k  hold of som ething  w h ic h  
e a s ily  g iv in g  w ly excited h is  c u r io s ­
ity , a t  w h ic h  he hailed his c o m p a n ­
ions, th e r e b y  giving h im self d e a d  
aw’a y  to  h is  fa th er, who w’a s  r e c e iv ­
ing  h is  th ir d  degree th a t  e v e n in g .
S o m e  of o u r prom inent b r e th r e n  
a s s e r t  t h a t  th e  building of th e  preis- 
ont M a so n ic  Tem ple w as th e  c a u s e , 
o th e r s  t h a t  it  w as the resu lt o f  th e  
g r e a t  b o o m  in Masonry’ t h a t  w a s  in  
p r o g re s s  in 1894. I th in k  th e y  a r e  
o o th  r ig h t .  T he boom had c e r ta in ly  
s ta r te d  b e fo re  th a t  year, b u t  th e  
b u ild in g  of th e  new T em ple w a s  a  
,r e a t  f a c to r  in m ain ta in in g  a n d  in -  
r r e a s in g  it.
I’m  le a d in g  up all the  tim d  to  th e  
o rig in  o f th e  A bnaki Club. P e r h a p s  
you h a d n ’t noticed th a t. As a, m a t t e r  
of f a c t  i t  h a s  escaped my o w n  o b ­
s e r v a tio n , b u t  if you will be p a t i e n t  
I t h in k  I w ill get th ere  som fetim e o r 
o th e r. B u t  th e  road to th e  A b n a k i  
C lub le a d s  m e th rough  the h is to ry ' of 
the e r e c tio n  of th is Tem ple a r  j  to  o n e  
of m y  a r tis t ic  sen sib ilities  tl^e 
te m p ta t io n  is irresistib le  to  m a k e  a 
few  s l ig h t  s k e tc h e s ;by th e  w a y s id e .
The w ork  of the prelim inary com ­
m ittee of 20—five from each of th e  fo u r 
M asonic bodies—the determ ination to  
build, th e  draftin g  by Hoc. H e rb e rt M. 
H eath  on A pril 18, 1894 of the su b s c rip ­
tion c o n tra c t for the organization of 
the A u g u s ta  Masonic Building C om ­
pany, th e  enthusiastic meeting a t  w hich  
102 m en , every one of them M asons, 
sub scrib ed  for the entire 840,000 of sto c k  
of th e  new  Company; the p u rc h ase  of 
the la n d  from  Edwin C. B u rleig h , 
T hom as H. L an g  and Eugene W h ite -  
house, th e  employment of John C. Spof- 
ford of B oston as -.he architect, a n d  th e  
laying  o f the cornerstone on J u n e  14, 
1894, w ith  elaborate and im posing cere ­
m onies, a re  events of fascinating in te r ­
est to  A u g u sta  Masons, w hich w ill 
d o u b tless be adequately set fo r th  by 
the h is to ria n  a t the sem i-centennihl- 
celeb ratio n  which we expect to o c cu r in 
1944. I  h av e  promised myself the  p le a s ­
ure of a tte n d in g  with mv ear tru m p e t 
on th a t  occasion, which will be s h o rtly  
a f te r  m y 75th birthday.
T hese a re  merely m atters of h is to ry , 
but th e  unique and skilfully e x ecu ted  
plan o f organization which w as w orked  
out b y  M r. H eath  is a living re a lity  
w ith w h ich  we as Masons will c o n tin u e  
to h a v e  very  practical re la tio n s fo r 
m any y e a rs  to come, and it is w o rth  
our w hile  to understand it.
T he t it le  to the Masonic Tem ple p ro p ­
erty  is  vested in the A ugusta M asonic 
B uilding Company, a corporation o r­
ganized on May 14, 1894. It w as c a p ita l­
ized a t  $40,000, $25,000 being a  4 p r e ­
ferred  sto ck , and $15,000 being a  6%  cu ­
m u lativ e  common stock.
The com pany executed two t r u s t  
m o rtg a g es  on the premises. T he first 
was d a te d  September 24, 1894, a n d  g a v e  
a  first lien  on the property to  th re e  
tru stees, who have no duties to p erfo rm  
and no r ig h t to take possession o r  con­
trol of th e  property in any w ay u n til 
the C om pany defaults in the p a y m e n t 
of its  in te re s t to the preferred s to c k ­
holders, for whom these trustees a re  to 
ac t in t h a t  event.
S u b ject to this trust for the p re fe rre d  
stockholders, the second m ortgage, d a t­
ed N ov. 9, 1894, gives a lien on th e  p rop-
erty to a n o th e r  board of seven tru stee s  
for th e  com m on stockholders. Three of 
these tru s te e s  are  elected by vote of th e  
common stockholders, and each one of 
the fo u r M asonic bodies chooses one of 
the re m a in in g  four. Ever since th e  
completion of the building, this b oard  
has h ad  com plete possession and con 
trol of th e  property. After paying a ll 
expenses, a n d  th e  stipulated interest to  
the p re fe rre d  and  common stockholders, 
it is th e  d u ty  of the trustees to apply  
the su rp lu s  income to the retirem ent, 
by lot, f irs t of the  common and then of 
the p re fe rre d  stock. When all the stock  
is cancelled  (including th at now held a3 
an in v estm en t by the several M asonic 
bodies), th e  premises are to be released 
to tru s te e s  representing the Command- 
ery, C h ap ter, and the two Blue Lodges, 
respectively, or such of tnem as sh all 
then be in existence, each body to have  
an equal in te re s t in the property fro m  
th at tim e on. The Scottish Rite bod­
ies did n o t e x is t in Augusta a t the tim e 
of th is o rganization , and will not be in ­
vested w ith  an y  part of the u ltim ate  
title to the  property .
The p re se n t holding of stock of th e  
A ugusta M asonic Building Company ..s 
as follows:
« £ -
<w C  OS
® S +->1 . 0  G
& U EH
Trinity C om m andery $1,010 $2,380 $3,31)3
Cushnoc R . A. Chap­
ter ............................  3,110 2,300 5,410
Bethlehem  L odge... 1,900 350 2,250
A ugusta L o d g e ........  610 800 1,410
$6,630 $5,830 $12,460 
Held by o th e rs ........  18,370 920 19,290
Total sto c k  out­
sta n d in g  .............$25,000 $6,750 $31,750
Aside fro m  the four Masonic bodies, 
there a re  27 holders of preferred stock, 
and six h olders of common.
The com m on stock has been reduced 
from $15,000 to  $6,750, a total retirem ent 
since 1894 of $8,250.
The p re se n t board of trustees for th e  
common stockholders is as follows: 
George E . M acomber, W. G. Boothby, 
W. H. G a n n ett, elected by common 
stockholders; C. W. Jones, for the Com­
m andery; F . W. Plaisted, for the C hap­
ter; L. L. Cooper, for Bethlehem  
Lodge ;«rM. S. Campbell, for A ugusta  
Lodge: F . W . Plaisted is president of 
the board; W . G. Boothby is secretary, 
treasu rer, a n d  custodian of. the build­
ing.
P r a c tic a l ly  a ll of the m oney for f u r ­
n ish in g  th e  T em p le  w as raised  in 1895 
a t th e  g r e a t  m asonic  fa ir  held on th e  
five n ig h ts  of F e b ru a ry  18 to  22 i n ­
clusive. T h e re  w ere exhibitions a n d  
e n te r ta in m e n ts , both a m a teu r a n d  
p ro fessio n al, a  gypsy fortune  teller, a  
p o tte r’s w h e el, B ohem ian g lass b lo w ­
ers, d is p la y s  b y  local m erchants, sa le s  
of fa n c y  a r t ic le s  and confectionery, a  
fish p o n d , a n d  a  P unch and J u d y  
show.
W ho d o e s  t h a t  sound like? Y ou’ve  
g uessed  it. Y es, F rederick  W . P la is ­
ted w a s C h a irm a n  of the F a ir  C om ­
m ittee, a n d  E d w in  C. D udley t r e a s ­
urer, a n d  w h e n  we copped th e  k a le , 
and ra k e d  in  th e  last buck, th e  size  
of o u r l i t t le  p o t w as nearly  $6000.
T he v o tin g  co n tests  were sp irite d . 
M artin  R e y n o ld s  won the bull c a lf  
c o n tr ib u te d  b y  Hon. Joseph H. M a n - 
ley, a n d  P . O. V ickery rom ped in a n  
easy w in n e r  of th e  gold headed can e . 
Am ong th e  lad y  prize w inners w e re  
the fo llo w in g :
50 c ig a rs . M iss ------, also M is s ------ .
100 c ig a rs , M rs. ------; order fo r 25
shaves, M i s s ------ ; order for 50 sh a v e s, |
M iss ------ ; $8 tro u se rs  to m e a su re , !
M iss — .
A nd n o w  I p ass from  p a re n t to  j 
child—-fro m  th e  Tem ple to th e  C lub. ;
I believe th a t we h a v e  th e  h o n o r of 
b e in g  the first p u re ly  m a s o n ic  club in 
M aine, m eaning by t h a t  a  club in 
w h ich  any M aster M a so n  is  eligible 
to  m em bership. The id e a  o f form ing  
a  K n ig h t T em plar C lub h a d  b e en  d is­
c u sse d  in T rin ity  C o m m a n d e ry , and 
in  B an g o r the M elita—a  C o m m an d ery  
C lub, had existed fo r m a n y  years. 
B u t th ere  w ere no g e n e r a l  M asonic 
C lubs in the S ta te  in  1894, th ough 
sin ce  th en  they have b e en  o rg a n iz e d  in 
W aterville , Bangor, P o r t la n d , R ock­
lan d  an d  elsew here.
T he  tim e and th e  c o n d itio n s  were 
r ip e  fo r the  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  su ch  a 
C lub  in 1894, and  yet to  b e  q u ite  h on­
e s t  ab o u t the m a tte r  i ts  fo rm a tio n  in 
t h a t  p articu la r y ear w a s  la rg e ly  due 
to  th e  prosaic fa ct t h a t  th e  ro o m s on 
th e  south, or blind, side  o f  th e  Tem ple 
co u ld  not be rented a s  offices a t  th a t  
tim e. I t  is difficult to  re a liz e  now 
tb e  condition of the old w o o d e n  b u ild ­
in g s  a t  the south  end of W a t e r  s tre e t 
in  1894. I t  seriously a f fe c te d  re n ta l 
v a lu e s . So when, a t  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  
m e e tin g  of the A u g u s ta  M asonic 
B u ild in g  Company, G o v e rn o r  H ill j 
a s k e d  w h at was to be d o n e  w ith  the i 
ro o m s on the south, th e  su g g e stio n  J 
t h a t  a  m asonic club be o rg a n iz e d  m et 
w ith  im m ediate favor, a n d  i t  proved 
to  be very  little  effort to  s t a r t  it.
T h ere  were 125 o r ig in a l  m em b ers j 
w ho paid  a m em b ersh ip  fe e  of $25 I 
each . W ith th a t m oney th e  C lub  w as j 
fu rn ish e d  and d e c o ra te d  a n d  the 
h ard w o o d  floors p ut in. T h e  M asonic 
B u ild in g  Com pany a llo w e d  th e  Club 
w h a t  it would have c o s t  to  have 
m a d e  reg u lar offices, th e  C lu b  s ta n d ­
in g  th e  balance of th e  e x p e n s e .
T h e Indian nam e of C u sh n o c  w as 
in  q u ite  general use, a n d  th e r e  was 
a  social club in W a te rv ille  called  the 
C a n ib a s  club so a t  th e  s u g g e s tio n  of 
C a p t. C harles E. N ash , th e  In d ian  
n a m e  Abnaki w as a d o p te d , m ean in g  
“T h o se  looking to w a rd  th e  risin g  
s u n .” F o rtu n ate ly  fo r th e  su c c e ss  of 
th e  Club th is  definition w a s  n o t in ­
co rp o ra ted  in the  B y -L a w s  a s  a  q u a l­
ificatio n  for m em b e rsh ip , th o u g h  
d o u b tle ss  some of u s  o c ca sio n ally  
look a t  the  risin g  sun  b e fo re  slipping  
th e  la tc h  key in th e  f r o n t  d o o r and 
s te a lin g  softly u p sta irs .
P la n s  for the  Club ro o m s  w ere 
w o rk ed  out by a rc h ite c t J o h n  C. Spof- 
fo rd , w ith  the a s s is ta n c e  o f  G eneral 
W . S. Choate.
T h e  form alities of c o r p o ra te  o rg a n ­
iz a tio n  w ere a tten d ed  to  b y  H o n o r­
a b le  H e rb ert M. H e a th . T h e  first 
s te p  w as an  a p p lic atio n  d a te d  June 
16, 1894, and ad d ressed  to  H e r b e r t  M. 
H e a th , ju stice  of the  p e a c e , re q u e s t­
in g  him  to issue his w a r r a n t  to  one 
o f  th e  19 applicants, r e q u ir in g  him  to 
c a ll  th e  organ izatio n  m e e tin g . The 
w a r r a n t  w as a c c o rd in g ly  issu e d  to 
G e n e ra l W. S. C hoate, w h o  c a lled  the 
m e e tin g  in the s ta tu to ry  m a n n e r , and 
o n  J u ly  2, 1894, a t  7 P. M„ th e  co rp o r­
a te  o rg an izatio n  w as c o m p le te d  a t  the 
o ld  m asonic  b an q u et h a ll.
T h e  first officers of t h is  C lu b  were 
th e n  elected, as follow s:
H. M. H eath, p re s id e n t;  F . W. 
P la is te d , vice p resid en t;  J a m e s  E. 
B lan c h ard , se cre tary  a n d  tre a s u re r;  
W . S. Choate, Jos. E . B a d g e r , F. A. 
S m all, N ath an  W eston, M. S. C am p ­
bell, d irectors.
T h e  record doesn’t sh o w  w h a t else ' 
th e y  did in the b a n q u et h a ll  t h a t  eve- j 
n in g , b u t it does disclose th e  p resen ce  
o f c e rta in  ro tund  a n d  p o r t ly  c h a rte r  
m em b e rs , of a ld erm an ic  p ro p o rtio n s  
a n d  propensities, w hich  so m eh o w , to 
q u o te  Shakespeare, lin k s  u p  th e  u n re ­
c o rd ed  proceedings to  “a  f a i r  round 
b e lly  w ith  good capon l in e d .”
F rom  th is  a u s p ic io u s  beginning w e  
have g ro w n  a n d  p rospered , have c o n ­
vinced th e  d o u b te r s  and  silenced th e  
cavilers.
W e h a v e  b o th  d em o n stra ted  a n d  
v indicated th e  p ro p o sitio n  th a t  a  d ry  
club can e x is t  a n d  prosper. I t  is t ru e  
th a t I find th e  fo llow ing vote of th e  
E xecutive C o m m itte e  recorded on 
Ja n u a ry  11, 1907:
“Voted: T o  d isp en se  w ith  s p rin g
w ater—a n d  to  u se  c ity  w a ter in th e  
tan k .”
The re c o rd  d o e s n ’t  show  w hose 
tank, b u t s o m e  of o u r c h arte r m em ­
bers w ere s t i l l  w ith  us.
T hough th e  A b n a k i Club is a  p u re ­
ly m asonic  o rg a n iz a tio n , w ith  its  a c ­
tive m e m b e rs h ip  lim ited  to 150, i t  h a s  
been in a  w a y  a  public in stitu tio n . 
W ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  of G overnor 
Plaisted, w h o  is  a n  active m em ber, 
every G o v e rn o r  of M aine since 1894 
has been m a d e  a n  h o n o rary  m em b er 
of th is  clu b . I t s  doors have a lw ay s 
been open b y  e x p re ss  in v ita tio n  to  
the m em b ers o f  th e  M aine S enate  a n d  
H ouse of R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  and  th e  
G overnor’s C o u n cil, in leg isla tiv e  
years, a n d  c a r d s  ten d e rin g  the p r iv ­
ileges of th e  C lu b  have been se n t 
them  a t  th e  co m m en cem en t of each  
session. V is i to r s  h av e  alw ays been  
welcome, a n d  th e  V isito rs’ R egister, 
which w as s t a r t e d  in  July, 1895, is a  
p re tty  good re c o rd  of the p ro m in en t 
citizens of th e  S ta te  who have v isited  
A ugusta  d u r in g  th e  las t q u a rte r  of a  
century. C itiz e n s  C om m ittees fo r  
L egislative re c e p tio n s  have used it  
for th eir m e e t in g  place.
I m en tio n  th e s e  th in g s  only in p a s s ­
ing, for th e  e s s e n tia l  and  v ita l f e a ­
tu re  of o u r C lu b  life—th e  th in g  w hich 
m akes it d e lig h tfu l, th e  th in g  w hich 
m akes us a ll  lo v e  it, an d  th e  th in g  
wrhich w ill e n s u r e  i ts  perm anency  a n d  
usefulness, is  i t s  sp ir it  of ab so lu te  
dem ocracy a n d  eq u ality . I t  is ty p i­
cally m aso n ic , i t  is  ideally A m erican. 
It m ea su re s  a  m a n  by his c h ara c te r, 
not by h is  p o c k e t  book. I t  know s no 
a ris to cracy  s a v e  t h a t  of good fellow ­
ship. M en m e e t  h e re  on th e  level a n d  
p a rt upon t h e  sq u a re .
At th e  a n n u a l  m ee tin g  in J a n u a ry , 
1918, th e  fo llo w in g  v o tes w ere passed:
“On m o tio n  b y  G eorge H. B angs, it  
w as th e  p le a s u r e  of the  m em bers to  
rem it all d u e s  of m em bers th en  in  
the serv ice  o f e ith e r  th e  a rm y  o r  
navy.”
“On m otion b y  S. C. W ebster it w as 
the pleasure of the members present 
th at a service flag be placed a t the 
front of the ciub  room s having on it a 
star for each  m em ber then in service 
and to add a  s t a r  for each member th a t  
enlisted th e re a f te r .”
“On m otion of S. C. W ebster it w as 
the pleasure of th e  members th at a 
card be placed on the entrance door of 
the club room s m aking  welcome to the 
club rooms a ll m em bers of the arm y 
and navy d u rin g  the  continuance of the 
w ar.”
This club is n ’t  g athering  any moss as 
it grows older. On the contrary, it’s 
rolling up pep. W e’re going past the  
quarter c en tu ry  post on July 2, 1919, 
with our n o str ils  distended, our fetlock 
fluttering in th e  breeze, and our tail in 
the air. P e rh a p s  I ’ve mixed my m eta­
phors a little , a n d  I ’m not quite sure 
that a racin g  sta llio n  sticks his tail in 
the a ir as he  p asse s  the quarter mile 
post, but you g e t m y meaning, which is 
th at we’re a b so rb in g  a lot of pep.
President M ooney is certainly to be 
congratulated on his administration, 
and his chief of staff has been Perley 
Lawrence, w hom  I hereby decorate 
with the iro n  cross—omitting the 
kisses. W hy, w hen I think of w hat 
Perley has accom plished, and the 21st
century methods he has employed— 
v\ hen 1 gaze ab o u t m e and And that our 
club rooms h ave h ad  a Turkish bath, 
followed by a h a ir  cu t, shave and sham ­
poo, and when I realize  that everything 
about the club is so sweet and C-lean 
that the balls a re  k issin g  each other o'i 
the new billiard ta b le —then it is that 1 
feel inspired to p a ra p h ra se  the death­
less song of “ P ally  in Our Alley,” and 
to sing these w o rd s to  all the world:
“Of all the sp o rts  w ith  pep and snap
There’s r.one like p re tty  Perley;
If you w ant to  see his coat tails flap
You'll have to rise  dam ned early.”
Xow, what is th e re  in this club life of 
ours th at is good fo r a  m an? Bridge, 
cribbage, checkers, chess, billiards, 
pool, papers, m ag azin es, rest, comfort, 
cigars, c ig arettes a n d  chewing gum ? 
Yes, all th at, b u t m ore im portant still, 
intercourse w ith h is  fellows. But some­
times a man is so depressed and weary 
that he doesn't w a n t to talk. Very 
well. De doesn’t  h av e  to. He can rake 
his paper or his m ag azin e  and read or 
think in peace, b u t the talk, and the 
laughter, and th e  ch eery  human pres­
ence of those about him may se rv e  a s  z 
se d a tiv e  to jangled nerves, and  a  tonic 
to dep ressed  spirits, ’o keep n o rm al, 
a n d  wholesom e, and happy, w e need 
com panionship, we need re la x atio n , we 
need th e  gentle mental s tim u lu s of a 
f r ie n d ly  exchange Of thoughts. If  we 
a re  h erm etically  sealed within o u r l it­
tle egg-shell, there comes a tim e  w hen 
th e  eg g  becomes—well, let us sa y  n o tic e ­
ab ly  affected  by the natural p ro c ess  of 
decay. Then there are the c a rd , b il­
liard, pool, checker and chess to u r n a ­
m en ts w hich are to be staged th is  y e a r 
by P e rle y  Lawrence. In my la s t  club 
b illia rd  tournam ent I was m atch ed  
w ith  P . O. Vickery. It w as n ip  and 
tu ck  a ll the way through, b u t P . O. 
b e a t m e in the end. Of course he w as 
p leased  to win—we all are—but he w as 
the k in d  of a  good sport th at could h ave 
e x tra c te d  pleasure from ms own d e fea t 
by th in k in g  of the other fellow ’s p le a s­
ure. You can all understand th a t  it 
w as a  pleasure  to play with a m an  like 
th a t , a n d  a pleasant pain to lose  to 
him .
Clubs and club life  in both Europe 
and America are  f a r  too firmly en­
trenched to be e ith e r  suppressed  or sup­
planted. They m ay h a v e  a  far-reaching 
influence for good o r  fo r  evil in the life 
of a community, a  s ta te ,  or a nation. 
They may become a  h o tb ed  of political 
.‘.candal-mongering a ad ir triguing, as 
did the English coffee houses of the 
later Stuart p e rio d ; th e y  m ay be a 
menace to organized society, like the 
anarchists’ clubs of o u r  day; or they 
may be founded on th e  bed rock prin­
ciple of the fa th erh o o d  of God and the 
brotherhood of m an. I t  is on th a t basis 
that we fill our n iche  in the community 
life of Augusta.
We are proud of o u r  Masonic origin 
and ancestry, a n d  v e n tu re  the hope 
th at we are still w o rth y  of them. If we 
might send a m essage a cro ss the silent 
river to our d ep arted  b re th re n , I think 
we could assure th em  th a t  we still have 
with us and back of u s  the finest ele­
m ents of a city and c o u n ty  th a t are  fine 
enough for the finest m a n  to live in.

